i 


Neiwfiid. 

According  to  the  Detroit 
Ftm  Piew,  another  lartiian 
couple  haa  puehed  fortbele- 
famation  of  aame  aex  manijM 
u  Michigan,  another  atate  with 
a  marriage  amendment 

■Same  aex  martiay  advocatea 
alao  halve  aonoimoea  plana  to  try 
and  owatuiu  tradtonnai  mar- 
liaga  bma  in  Nocth  Carolina, 
tamayKanin,  and  Vliginia. 

The  anito,  if  etontnaBy  taken 
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Campaign  moving  to  states 


Same  sex 
marriage 
lawsuits 
localize 


CHAI  IFNQMQ  THE  STATES  —  Hundreda  of  aamo-eex  marriage  aupportara  await  relaaaa  of 
the  July  26  aama  aax  maniaga  ruUnga  by  tha  US.  Supreme  Court  at  a  in  front  of  tha  court 
buHdhtg  IrrViAafilngtuii,  P.CrSIncaacfileMna  vteicry  atthaSupfamaOaiitt  wmma  aaii  tvranaaga 

auppoiWWlS^MSgadaaeawiiMrgBaaAaeveaoaaMiBa  -  tatoiidlavsaBtoMSshfSEtokaaal 

op  bjr  the  US.  SapeeBe  Oonrt,  liuKBaiytakeplaeeaadmaybe  togtheataaetheht^natatroent- 
coulareaukinManeaexmaniMe  vand  under  the  lawa  of  dna  atate  fast  of  aappaatanaangalalatea 
behM  legdtaed  nalianwide.  The  only  between  a  aww  and  a  worn-  *vmere  aucn  aanendmenti  hero 
US/Senate  and  the  Arhniniatia-  an.  A  maniase  in  nolher  atate  appeared  on  baUcte. 
the  once  of  the  United  Slatee  or  foreign  Juriadictian  between  The  Campalp  tor  Southero 
Courta  already  ate  anppoating  an  perMaa  of  the  aame  gcarder,  re-  Ecpiality,  baaed  mAalievile,N.^ 
affirmation  or  anne-aex  01^’  ganSeaa  of  when  the  marriage  baa  a  project  underway  wfaerdw 
rkfate  to  fedend  benefits  no  mat-  took  place,  may  not  be  leoog-  local  aame  eex  oou|tes  apply 
ter  witot  atate  thqr  the  in.  The  niaed  in  tfah  atate  and  is  void  and  fornwiane  Bcenaes  in  vanoue 
New  YoriiThnes  reported.  unenfiaeeable  under  the  laws  of  courtoea  of  Sotehero  Sales  that 

Miatoaipiil  bM  a  ooMlitu-  Estate.*  have  marriagr  amendmente.  So 

tkaial  amei&ienl.  naaoved  by  The  amenhnoa  was  passed  aMaTATaaona  io 

votate  in  2004.  that  reads,  “Mar^  by8M»of»Baihaipiavoteea,giv-  on  p.  w. 


ing  te  Sate  thehd^uatjaroent- 

tySae  aSITnininthmaaa  hate 
appeared  on  baBota. 

TOe  ‘'^amrairn  fcr  Southero 
Equaktyibasedm  AaheviBe,  RC. 
baa  a  project  underway  whereby 
local  same  aex  ooupto  apply 
for  mTiaan  Bcenaes  in  vanoue 
courXiea  of  Southern  itates  that 
bate  marriagr  amendmenta.  So 

sM  aTATcn  on  p.  to 


Syria  civil  war  grows  perilous  for  Christians 


VtMNSiiaroN  llfl  -  SMton  ChtiniaDsaK 
can^  in  the  ndikBe  of  the  cuaiflict  between 
Pieaideat  Baahar  af-Aaterfs  fcroee  Mid 
leM  flgjMen  in  diat  Ifiddfe  Eaat  oounliy's 
[anhaigul  chfl  war,  acooadkig  to  recent  toe- 
timony  in  die  US.  Hook  of  Repretentathea. 

*109  btoe  a  distinct  peril  ao  dfae  that 
dMir  awky  to  survive  in  Syria  is  beiiM  aeii- 
onaly  doubted  by  church  leaden  enirinde- 
pcBoent  temlar  obeetten  aBke,*  etod  bBna 
Shea,  director  of  die  Hudson  Insdlute’s  Cen¬ 
ter  far  Rafitoous  Pteedom,  during  teMhnoin 
before  the  House  CfimmiWae  on  Poaei^  Af- 
bin'  SubcommittBe  on  the  Middle  Eaat  and 
North  Africa. 

The  Uaked  Nadona  lepoilB  gs/xw  peade 
have  died  and  1.6  ndDion  Syiuins  have  fled 
tfaecountiy. 

More  Christian  refugees  are  fleeing 
Syria  than  any  other  rrligioua  or  ethnic 
group,  according  to  the  Vmnerability  As¬ 
sessment  of  Syria’s  Christiana,  a  report  by 
Open  Doon  International,  an  organiza¬ 


tion  that  auppotta  the  penecuted  diurch. 

ChriMtaa  men  are  being  pnawaed  from 
both  aidas  to  Wn  the  fight,  anradliig  to  a 
Woiid  Wahh  Manator  report  on  June  ag.  M. 
7jiHbi  Jester,  a  ooanaifHamer  with  the  U.S. 
rnniniitelfai  nn  TntimaTinnal  ffrUtimie  Pitt 
dam,  arid  Aatedh  govenunent  is  making  the 
moat  diiect  purii  for  their  aupporL 

Before  die  war,  Aasaos  gotemment 
permitted  Christians  to  wotriup  freely  as 
long  as  they  did  not  pollticaOy  oppose  Dim. 
MM  Jaaser,  who  also  teadfied  hefote  the 
House  auboonunittee. 

The  regime  refara  to  the  opposition  mi 
aBSunaaMuriimaMbadiextRaiiiatsHidler- 
roriati  who  eerie  to  turn  Syria  Into  an  laltenir 
elate  which  would  be  unwelcoming  to  icli- 

ll—ll  IliWtfilili 

‘ChrUtiana  are  the  targets  of  an  ethno- 
rri^oua  cleansing  by  Islamist  militants 
androurts,*  Shea  said  in  her  testimony, 
which  portrayed  Islamic  extremists, 
some  of  whom  are  powerful  rebel  groups. 


Fla.  court 
blocks 
abortion 
mandate 

WMSHNOTON  (BP)  -  A  South¬ 
ern  Baptht  burineaa  owner  haa 
won  a  court  victory  protectina 
him  far  now  from  bang  lequiwa 
by  tbe  Obama  adminintrehoo  to 
underwrite  potentiafly  aboatiao- 
CMuing  dnn  far  bia  employees. 


DtmtB  IV  raqunig  OTgMoyi  to 
provide  drugs  that  can  canoe  abar- 
tfaaampartafhaaldicareoover- 
agefiir  woriuera. 

The  ebottfan/cantracepdan 
mandate  is  part  of  leguhrioneim- 
pkananting  the  2010  beakh  care 
reform  law  commonly  known  as 
Obomncaie. 

T  fought  the  law  and  the  Lord 
wonT  Beckwitb  said  in  response 

Me  couarr  on  p.  10 


as  Christians'  biggest  threat. 

Tn  addkinn,  RSriatiaiis]  hate  hat  the 
ototedfan  of  the  Aoaad  goternment,  mak- 
aw  them  eaay  pry  far  criminak  and  Muera, 
whose  affifiatfans  aae  not  akvaya  dew. 

teiM  Mg)  iriandst  hove  "w<<> 

Mfe  -tavoarible’  far  Chriaten.  lekviiM  the 
words  of  MetropoBten  Aiclnabop  Jean 
dement  Jeanbart  of  Aleppo’s  MeDcte  Greek 
CrihoKc  Qaitch,  wto  aprie  to  the  Catholic 
oudet  AriaNtes. 

*Aa  aoon  as  they  reached  the  cite  [of  Akp- 
pol  Uaanat  gueniBaa,  ahnoat  aB  of  them 
from  rixoari,  took  oter  the  moaques,*  Jeai- 
btet  tefd.  'E^cty  Friday,  an  knaun  lawrhra 
theirmeaaageaafhate,caBingaothapapuia- 
tfao  to  kBI  anyone  who  does  not  practice  the 

**^*^Shey  use  £1^ courts  to  level  chaiges  of 
biaaphemy.  Wbofever)  is  ootkrary  to  then- 
way  of  thinking  pays  with  hk  life.* 

•M  SYWA  on  p.  10 


Summer  movies  a  letdown 


Guest  opinion 

with  Phil  Boatwright 


The  coming  collapse 


'  accordiM  to  Ik  Atoe  15 
Erin  MeUUB  of  NBC 

’(Ttie)  *rriv«l  of  cariooo  hM 

_  not  fixed  the  deep-eentod  eocial 

money.  Job  pfobiemsplxxuin^  •  city  where 
ie‘s  wUd^  nenriy  30%  of  readcats  live 

below  the  poverQ  line,  wrote 


Do  yon  remember  politi-  yew, 

cubs’ promiaes  of  the  srtiae  by 

■ntokT  riches  that  woi^  News, 

follow  when  legalized  gambling 
came  to  Mississippi?  SdKiol 
districts  swimming  in  1 

creatioo  beyond  anyon - 

drums.  Potholes  filled  and  law 
enforcement  departmenU  fully 
funded.  Local  and  sttte  govern- 

meats  tailing  into  the  honey  pot  repaWished  by  USATodsy  on 
to  keep  bluets  sUMe  and  taxes  Jnnen.  .  v 

loi^ri^  effect  for  the  areas  ‘Unempl^r^iit  reniain^igh, 
oftbestate^atgotleftoutofthe  at  nearly  18X  last  yeai.  Gagp 
orixiiial  sweepstakes  for  casinos,  roam  in  low-inco^  neighlxir- 
None  of  that  has  happened,  hoods,  and  the  crime  rate  in  2011 

has  it?  Today,  cash-starved  was  107.2  inadents  ur  i,ooo 

school  distiirts  are  stiD  under-  residents,  compa^mth  39-3  Jot 

fundei  Mississippi  has  one  of  Atlantic  County,  Mikle  reported, 
the  highest  unemployment  rates  “And  t^  veryg^mnunt  •S«x7 
in  the  nation.  There  are  more  created  to  hm  cifo  residents  ^ 
yawning  potholes  across  the  state  since  changed  its  focus  -  to 
than  ever  before,  and  at  least  one  ing  casinos  attract  more  gamblers 
.Utet.mgott^:e^g.^  _  ■- n- 

tgWliffV«ifryynMwwB>t4.  WfS^bflrasWiae  k  monumenfa) 

The  Miasiaaippi  HUway  Safety  eeonomie  and  ralitieal  foihire  in 
Pauoisaidoo  Mondwofthis  legalized  gambling.  That  much 

week  that  it  is  critically  low  on  is  obvious.  However,  rather  than 

troopers  and  vehicles.  Many  main  close  the  books  on  this  enormous 
streets  look  like  ghost  towns  in  gaffe  and  chalk  it  all  up  to  lessons 
areas  that  didn’t  get  casinos.  teamed,  the  state  now  wants  to 
What  happen^?  Where  did  up  the  ante  with  sports  betting, 
all  the  money  go?  That  would  be  'Every  town  in  this  sUte  has 

an  interesting  question  for  your  people  betting  on  football,  base- 


BIptistRecord 


apofta,  including  the  N^  NBA,  with  the  latest  scam  for  the  same 
kiate  Lsague  BaadMB,  and  reasons  we  were  asked  to  go 
NCAA.  Currently,  Nevada  Is  the  along  with  the  old  seams:  to  b^d 
only  stats  where  snch  betting  a  better  Miaaiasipni  for  our  ckil- 
M  Icnl.  dren  (always  the  ehfldten). 

Vfiiit  is  the  motivation  for  the  The  only  way  we  can  build  a 
lawsuit?  Anparently,  legalized  betterMisMssippiforourchil- 

cambUng  In  New  Jersey  hasn’t  dren  is  to  help  win  every  one  of 
Bved  up  to  all  the  pie-in-the-sky  them  to  a  saviiu  knowledge  of 


•-in-the-sky 
proiniM  there,  si&wr. 

“Keveaue  (in  Atlantie  City 
casinos)  is  down  soft  since  2006 
and  Bsnrc  than  12X  just  since 


goal  (Matt.  28:iB-2o). 
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Moore:  Revive  first-centuiy  church  model  for  today 


WMSHMOTON  (BP)  -  Ameri¬ 
can  evamBcab'  view'  of  dieni- 
aelvee  abioukl  resemble  moee 
dosel}'  that  hdd  bv  the  church 
in  the  first  century  man  that  tieid 
by  Christiane  in  recent  HeratAM 
Southern  BapM  ethidat  Rusm 
D.  Moore  saia  in  a  rurtionaBy  tefe- 
viaed  interview. 

Moore,  a  Biknd  native  and 
new  president  of  the  NaahviDe- 
basen  Ediics  and  Rdigioua  Lib¬ 
erty  Conuniaaiao  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Conventian,  in  an  nipear- 
ance  on  C-SPAIfs  WamqgtDn 
Journal  on  July  8  said  mere  wm 
a  messaije  tor  evangelicals  and 
other  sooal  conservatives  in  the 
US.  Supreme  Court's  invalida¬ 
tion  of  a  sederal  law  defining  mar- 


view  of  OmA  —  Russell  D.  Moore  (left),  a  Biloxi  native  and  now  president  of  the  Nashville-based  Ethic 

1*^  of  th«  Southern  Baptist  Corrvention,  awaits  questions  from  host  John  McArdle  before  his 

Washington  Journal.  (BP  photo) 

51^”  the  convictions  that  we  bold.'  ‘The  reason  the  state  is  in-  T  T  _  'a. 

volved  is  because  there’s  some-  Jj.0nt3.2G  H( 
thing  distiiictive  about  mar-  V'  ' 

riaxe,  the  union  between  a  man  'f^Qllro'r  mrx 
and  a  woman,  that’s  different  W  dllVd  lli\J 
fitxn  other  rdationshins,  and 

WASHWOTON  (m  -  Andn 
^  T.  Walker,  a8,  policy  anah 
**  ***•  ftntwni'  feundation' 
“"Pfy  /yog”  something  Wmhii^Um,  SC, 


DOMA  dacision 

Moore  said  he  was  not  sui^ 
prised  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
struck  down  die  19^  Defense  of 
Marriage  Act  (DOMA)  in  its  June 


ture.  I  don’t  durdi  that’s  anjthing 
diat  should  panic  us  or  cause  us 
to  become  outraged  or  despon¬ 
dent  I  diink  if  s  a  realistic  view  of 
who  we  are." 

Asked  about  die  church  and 
politics,  Moore  said  Christians 
need  to  find  a  path  between  two 


vwMifo'xrio 

A  caller  fiom  Ashbum,  Va.,  and  Religious 
who  identified  himself  as  a  Tsi-  Liberty  Commis- 
sexual  polygamiM''  wondered  sion(ERLC)af  the 
bow  the  Supreme  Court  might  Southern  Baptist 
definehiro.  Omvention  in 

Moore  responded  by  acknowl-  NashviOe. 
edging  he  isnl ‘sure  where  this  is  Walker,aJack- 
Bouwto^intermsofexpaixiing  sonv^  H,  na¬ 
me  defimtioa  of  marriage.  I  think  tive,  hm  worked 
there  are  obvioualy  some  poiyga-  within  Heritage's 
miats  arxl  potyaniorists,  such  as  DeVos  Center  for 
the  caller,  who  are  saying  they  Religion  and  Ova 
would  like  to  see  the  nuuriage  Society  on  mar- 
detinitian  expanded  even  further,  riw  fiunily,  and 
‘Tm  not  sure  where  American  refigfous  liberty 
culture  is  there.  All  I  can  my  issues.  Prior  to  hn 

„  .p  is  that  I  believe  there  is  a  unique, 

tivetDtheta«afperentii&  distinctive  good  that  comes  to 

_ ,  —  _  "1  believe  that  God  old  not  honoring  ^  recogniang  the 

‘Lf  we  care  about  our  neigh-  simply  to  be  piuent-  union  between  one  man  and  one 

bars  and  if  we  care  about  our  *ti  but  to  be  mothered  and  to  woman  for  lifo.‘ 
society,  then  we  have  to  spndc  to  fathered.”  During  the  45-minue  pro- 

thoaeminnmatareforthecnm-  gram,  Moore  responded  to  ques- 

„  fc,  ta™  swi-„siiii»iio« 

Hesaiatherewasatime'wfaen  Twelve  of  the  50  American  other  topics  Moore  oommented 
evangelical  Christians  in  America  states  phis  the  DHtrict  of  Co-  on  were  the  Obama  administia- 
became  too  triumphal^ic,  had  a  himbia  have  legahred  same-sex  tion’s  abortion/oontraception 
Chriatian  definition  of  a  balanced  maniw.  Thia  isnl  a  situation  mandate  in  its  beahh-care  legu-  wiO 
budget  amendment  or  a  Christian  in  wfaia  what  we’re  nying  to  do  lations,  imnugra^  reform,  and  stra' 
posftian  on  a  line-item  veto  or  a  iatohavetheriateaflirnimekFve 
Chriatian  position  on  foreign  aid  of  two  per^'  Moore  said.  *We 
in  ways  thirt  there  is  no  dear,  bib-  don't  need  the  state  to  do  that 
Beal  authority  for  that,  but  I  think  We  can  affirm  love  in  all  sorts  of 
there  are  some  foundational  is-  ways  without  the  state  becoming 
sues  fiiat  we  must  speak  to  out  of  involved. 


ITJhe  church  can  become  a 
poBtical  action  committee  in  a 
wwy  that  detracts  fiom  the  nus- 
sion  of  the  church  and  destroys 
the  missioa  of  the  church,*  Moore 
told  OSPAN  hnet  John  McAnUe, 
'hut  I  think  fiiere’t  aleo  a  way  in 
which  the  church  can  stand  back 
and  say,  “We  don^  speak  to  a^ 


Tm  excited  atxxjt 
‘helping  Christians 
in  general,  and 
Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  in  particular. 
think  through  the 
dynamics  of  their 
faith  on  any  num¬ 
ber  of  contempo¬ 
rary  issues.' 

AiNiraw  T.  WMfcar 


Heritage,  Walker 
was  a  policy  ana¬ 
lyst  for  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Family 
Foundation  where 
he  focused  on  is- 


Vi^  of  Moore’s  appeeraiKZ 
on  C-SPAN  is  avaiial>le  unBne  at 
http://erlc.com/article/video- 
nieM-moore-on-c-spans-wash- 
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nice  la^  in  our  Ddgbboifaood  was 
,  out  walking  her  two  small  dogs.  She 
s  it  every  day  at  iust  about  the 
same  time  of  d^afl  yearlong  16<e- 
quently  see  her  and  speak  to  her  and  die 
twopdoclM  On  one  particular  rooming, 

I  was  passing  bv  them  and  I  said,' 
keep  you  busy  don’t  they?*  Shei 
To  a  dog  ey^  day  is  the  same, 
are  up  waiting  on  me  to  take  them  oiit  for 
their  waD(  every  day.* 

As  I  walked  on  that  day,  I  thougnt  to 
myself  how  prcfound  that  saying  was.  To 
a  dog  every  day  is  the  same.  Of  course,  fcr 
some  dogs  these  may  be  sonne  fluctuatioo 

aDy^S^h^ 

these  are  not  kids  there  to  inlesTupl,  it  wiB 
s^  just  about  theaame.  Get  up,  eat  a  little 
bit,  walk  around,  stretch,  maybe  bask  a  few 
times  and  sleep  a  Hllle  mote.  Ifsadoifs 
life!  Foradofcilwoclisoutokay. 

I  thought  anout  those  of  us  1^  are 
peopletynes.  Foruseverydayisnotsup- 
posratobethesame.  inn^theGod 
who  created  us  gave  us  a  guiaeline  that  is 
actually  a  corrunand  diat  sajn,  *Remeniber 
the  saMMdi  day.  to  keep  it  ho^  (Ex.  20'.8). 
Ihe  God  who  miale  us  and  kiiows  an  about 
us  put  the  plan  for  our  lives  in  order  around 
asevendayryde.  One  of  those  seven  <hra 
God  has  put  m  place  to  bleas  mankind.  It 
is  different  ftom  the  other  days.  Itistobe 
held  in  remrd  as  different 

A  fnena  and  I  were  having  a  conversa¬ 
tion  about  Blue  Laws.  Those  were  the  laws 
on  the  books  years  ago  in  Mississippi  and 
most  states  that  controlled  many  Busi¬ 
nesses  and  other  activities  so  that  Sunday 
would  be  protected  as  a  special  day  -  even 
a  holy  day.  But  years  ago  Blue  La^  were 
basiadly  removed  from  the  books.  Ire- 
member  when  that  happened  a  man  who 
was  a  maiuiger  of  a  la^  store  located  in  a 
man  said,  *I  do  not  think  that  this  is  going 
tomakeadiffcrenoe.  Idonotthinkniat  A 


began  opeotng  on  Sunday  but  nobody  was 
buying.  Of  course,  they  were  keeping  dose 
tabs  on  what  vwNild  be  happening  and  week 
after  week,  Sunday  was  the  lowest  sales  day 
oftheweek.  Years  taler,  I  ad«l  him  how 
it  was  going  now.  He  told  me  that  in  his 
rtare,Sun^hadbeooaietheaeoondlarg- 
Est  sales  day  of  the  week, 
otnat 


Add  to  that  the  incredible  proliferation 


entire  wedmnd  for  so  mai^  young  people 
and  their  femlhes  and  their  time,  meigy 
and  money  to  the  point  that  oftentimes  in 
just  a  few  years  th^  shift  the  weekday  of 
work  to  the  wesJoend  working  at  recreation. 
Examine  the  uanmand  of  God.  Onein 
seven  days  is  to  be  focused  on  Him  as  a 
dayofresL  It  is  a  day  for  a  change  of  pace, 
a  oay  of  reac^ustment  morally,  ^liritiially, 
economically  and  pfayuically.  Itistobea 
daywhenwechangetheduectiooofour 
thought^  the  movement  of  our  hearTj  and 
the  loationahips  in  our  lives. 

It  is  amazing  to  recogniae  that  (he  law 
was  not  just  far  a  d^  to  atop  aial  go  to 
chunk  far  a  few  aunukes  or  to  the  temple 


R  was  actnaly  a  day 
thateveiyttingaboulapersoii.theirfem- 
i)r,dieirrrlalinnehipwtthGodaiidtheirre- 
bbonabip  with  olhm  woidd  be  examined 
aralrenmved.  Thrywerenoteventohar- 
nees  up  the  animafa  and  make  them  work. 
They  too  needed  rest  and  nroteda^  when 
the  commandment  is  Kved  out  accordiiig 
to  Scripture  even  the  animals  would  know 
that  thim  is  a  (fifferenoe  on  the  Lord’s  Day. 

So  what  can  we  do?  Howcanwego 
about  reclaiming  the  worxler  of  this  great 
corrunand  from  God  in  what  seems  to  be  an 
almost  impossible  cultural  envirooment? 
Let  me  suggest  three  words  that  may  pro¬ 
vide  somenelp. 

The  first  word  is  to  inspe^  Look 
at  your  own  life,  lifestyle  and  activities  for 
Simday.  What  are  you  doing  and  what  are 
you  not  doing?  I  am  not  just  talking  about 
the  activities  that  yiw  may  be  invol^ 
in  or  the  chunk  activities  that  you  are 
not  involved  in,  but  beyond  those  things 
what  are  vou  doing'Vir  not  doing  that  nun 
be  hammil  to  your  health  or  detrimental 
toyourfrunily?  Would  you  allow  God  to 
pnde  hi  your  thought  prooeaa  as  you  ahn- 


I  God's  command  is  or  maybe  your  lack 
of  response  to  God’s  caD? 

Word  two  is  to  protect.  Rtafces 
efibrttobooortheLordonHisday.  RwiB 
take  qwdal  effort  on  your  part  because 
there  are  huge  influences  sM  enonnous 


:  God  may  desire  far  you  to  do.  How 
do  you  manw  to  go  to  vfoik  with  regular¬ 
ity  and  eflecbveneas?  Most  of  you  would 
Mve  to  agree  that  it  is  jusf  a  matter  of 
deciaioo  mm  this  part  of  your  life  is  going 
to  be  protected  beimuse  it  is  so  easenbaL 
The  same  noiBctian  mm  be  needed  in  the 
thk^  of  God  because  Ito  plan  and  His 
tmmK  are  essential  to  you  alao. 

WordtfereeiatoraleeL  Semetli 
need  to  be  done  on  the  Lord’s  Day  even 
thoi^itisnatawofkdiy.  There  are  those 
apeoal  nee^  fliit  people  have  to  take  care 
of  such  as  medfeaTiiem  and  oiaea  that 
maycomeiqi.  But  generally  apeal^  there 
are  choices  to  be  made  and  jinoiilies  that 
mustbeaeL  I  am  not  pushing  for  Blue 
Lauis  to  be  reinstated,  W I  am  pudnng 
for  God’s  people  to  decide  what  fliey  wiD 
do  and  not  do  and  to  respond  and  act  in  a 
right  w^. 

R  ia  interesting  just  to  stop  and  think 
about  our  own  state.  IfBaptntfoikdidnot 
spend  so  much  time  shopping  on  Sund^, 
goin^  to  games  or  partiamting  in  axxtiiig 
activities  It  would  Be  bard  to  k^  those 
things  open  and  going.  The  same  might 
be  sM  for  other  activities  such  as  casinos. 
Could  they  st^  opm  if  it  were  not  for 
Baptists’  participation?  OouM  drinking 
estabhshments  stay  open  unless  we  are 
paying  the  freight?  As  you  think  about  i 

making  one  day  His  day  and  how  you  go  | 
about  using  thm  time,  never  forget  that  it  is  ' 

never  wrong  to  do  ri^ 


Bx'B-L.  ±OC±i^  H  1*:  Pf 


SJG  AQJI  RGA  BJA  R  KJW  AQRA  QRAQ 
LTURPIGU  VB  EVHZUWBUPP:  BUVAQUG 
PQRTT  UOVT  WEUTT  EVAQ  AQUU. 
LPRTXP  SVOU:  SJIG 


Clue:  P  -  S 

Havtjunwitiierig^vgramkuandtmremeyimrtibklaiimit- 
edge.  A  nn^JanmVtrmonKbhvtrtt  hat  bum  encoded  hft 
Utter  tubetaution.  The  tame  Utter  it  substituted  throughout 
the  pusde.  Sob/e  by  triai  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puude:  Job  lO.f 

By  CharlM  Hsrx.  rm-2004.9  200S 


MSA  udio  LLC  ; 

I  ! 

I  Design  Mt  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video.  A  Lighting 
*  C'htvch.  Conference  Room.  School 
'  lv<|uipmcnt  sales,  service  and  installation 

IVoopcr  Hales  P.O.Box  1573  Ph60l-923-9M7  | 

j  tnfo^i^msMftdiolIc.com  Chiaon,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880  ^ 

I  _  .  -  i 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


^  Mt.  Vkmoci  Churek.  Uk- 
arly:  i66ffi  homecoming. 
Ji^  21;  services,  10:30  a.m., 
followed  by  covered  dish 
lunch;  Jim  Putnl,  speaker, 
Steve  Bithap,  music;  Jerry 
Caeaay,  peator. 


► 

Alaom  C«.:  Revival,  Jefo  at 
-  24;  Sub.,  6:39  p.m.;  Mon 
-Wed..7pJr4r 


>  UifeM  Hal  CiMNak. 
BieeMiawaii:  Ravhah  iutf  ai 
-  2^  Sun.,  11  a.ia..  toBovwid 
by  (Bnaer  on  the  ground  and 
jfjima.;  Mon.  -  Wed,  7  p.m.; 
Thomas  Wicker,  qicaker, 
Harvay  Magee,  mnafe;  BSly 
Joe  Dw,  pastor. 

^  Second  Chursk,  Oraen 

vise:  75th  anniversary  July 
21;  wonhip,  11  a.ni.,  foBowed 
by  a  covered  dish  picnic  style 
Innck. 

^  VkaorvClMtrah.SaaalWd: 

Revival,  Jufy  '21  -  24;  Sun.,  11 
a.m.,  foDovm  bv  hinch  and 
6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed, 

Don  Stewart,  speaker,  niilUp 
Butler,  music. 


^  Edon  Churek,  String¬ 
er  Rrrival,  July  at  -  24;  7 
p.»L  uightl^  Brent  Barker, 
sneaker;  Eu  Meudovra,  mu¬ 
sic;  John  Davis,  pastor. 


P  Ffeat  aMtak,  Byrain: 
SmM.  JaK  ei  -  24;  Sum. 
10  a.m.  and  6  p.aa.;  Mon.  - 
Tuts.,  6:30  p.m.;  Wed.,  6 
mk;  Join  Oettten,  speaker, 
ndl  Odoni,  music. 


►  ML  OSvut  ChMuk.  Suntt 
Aaeodatlun:  Homecom- 


faig  and  to  year  agiBiversary, 
Juty  at;  asenieea,  10:30  a.HL, 
ialiowed  bn  dtnnur  on  Ike 
greunds.  'IW  ckurch  wee 
founded  in  1876,  but  was  re- 
onened  in  2003  after  being 
efoaed  for  three  yeaia.  Bruee 
Bobinson,  pastor. 


^  Cash  Ctwireh,  Seott  Aa- 
aodation:  Revival,  July  21 
-  26:  Sun.,  10:45  a.m.  fbl- 
lowad  by  potliM  hinch; 
Mon.  -  PrL,  7  p.m.;  Matt 
Annatrong,  tpeaker;  CHff 
Horton,  mnak;  M.L.  Wal¬ 
lace,  pairtor. 

^  HelmaevWe  Ckurch,  Me- 
Comb:  125th  anniverBary, 


July  21;  fellowship  and  do¬ 
nuts,  9  a.m.;  servicea,  10:30 
B.m.  with  church  hiatoty 
preaentatioii,  music,  and 
tpeaker,  followed  by  din¬ 
ner  oo  ^  grounds  and  sp^ 
dal  music.  1:30  p.m.;  David 
MWfeeit,  apeumr.  Dogwood 
Craaa.  mric;  Lee  klathis. 
pastor. 

^  Howaha  Ratreat  Ckuadi. 

21:  wvieea,  10  a.Ht.. 
foQoymd  by  fdfov^ip  meal; 
Joey  ~BahMa.  speaker  Sta¬ 
cey  taRh,  aauaic. 


fo  Boklnaun  Church,  Uker 
ty:  Revival,  July  19  -  21;  Fri. 
-  Sat.,  7  p.m.;  ten.,  11  a.m., 
followed  tty  dinner  and  dM- 
ing;  ice  eieem  social,  Fri.:  u- 
lia  HoUingtoworth,  speaker; 
Kenny  Gatlin,  music;  Feggy 
Sharp,  pianist;  John  Moms 
Campbell,  organist. 


fo  Naur  Hama  Churah.  Lana: 

Revival,  July  21  •  24; 

11  a.m.,  foDowed  by  covered 
dish  kiii4;  Mon.  -  W^.. 
7:30  p.ni.;  Dennis  Smithy, 
speaker,  Tal  Vardaman,  mu¬ 
sic;  Billy  McKay,  pastor. 
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DIXIE  CHURCH.  HATnESRURG:  Rve  profMiiont  of  faith;  $1500  mfasiofw  olfar-  IMMANUEL  CHURCH,  VICKSBURG:  June  17  -21;  50  attending  daily;  June 
lng,whlchietDbeuaedtopufchaaeapproxifnateiy  150welldogcaneefafamieeion  23,  doaing  ceremony, 
trip  to  Romania  in  Octotier.  Cryatal  ^Miltoy,  director;  Neil  Harviaon.  student  pastor. 


RUST  CHURCH,  HICKORY  HAT:  June  17  -  21;  158  enrolfad;  three  profas-  PARKWAY  CHURCH,  KOSCIUSKO:  Average  attendance,  143;  Derrick  Wil 
sions  of  faith;  Gary  Linvilfa,  pastor.  son,  pastor. 


RRST  CHURCH,  MORTON  AND  UFESPRINO  CHURCH,  MORTON: 

June  17  -  21;  180  total  attertdartca. 


RIEEDONIA  CHURCH,  NEW  ALBANY:  first  week  in  June;  enrollment  341 
with  15  dedsions. 
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Staff  Changes 


10  DAVS  TO  THE 
HOLV  LA%JD 

as  ^ 


TMACS  MOGE  CHURCH.  RIOQB>NO. 

wwtoomas  three  new  staff  membefe:  Jo  lynn 
Delaney,  ministry  aasistant;  Paui  6^,  busi- 
naas  maitager;  artd  Larry  Tubb,  ministar  of 
education. 


CORNDItVRXE  CHURCH.  CORWCR8VJJE. 
has  catledThomas  Chandler  as  pastor.  Ho 
was  ordained  atThaxton  Church  Apr.  14.  He  is 
shown  with  his  wife,  Ashley,  Jhnmy  RuasoH, 
and  Gary  PsHlt 


HARMONY 
CHURCH.  ROt- 
TON-TITRAH  AS¬ 
SOCIATION,  has 
called  Ron  Mitchell 
as  pastor.  Mitchell 
previously  served 
the  church  during 
the  701s.  He  comas 
to  Harnwny  from 
Lowray  Memorial 
Church,  Bhio  Mourv 
tain,  where  he  was 
also  the  director  of 
the  NOBTS  North 
Mississippi  Carrtar 
at  Blue  Mountain 
CoHege.  He  is  shown 
with  hiav<4fa.  Nalda. 


?afsr''.v- 


TERRY'S  CROK  CHURCH.  MAO- 
NOUA.  has  calted  LaVAsme  Summerlin 
as  pastor  effective  JutM  1.  Ha  previous¬ 
ly  ssrved  Frier«dBhip  Church.  MoComb, 
fiK  16  years.  Ho  is  shown  with  his  wife, 
OaH.  and  sotw  DsmIA  -w 
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The  chiMran  of  MT.  OUVE  CHURCH.  BAUmYN.  •pwN 
Ajno  21  -  23  at  Camp  Amwtrong  in  Bkio  Springs.  Oiu  AHen, 
camp  pastor  Kannstti  laafla,  worship  aaivioo  ieadar.  and  tha 
ohurchAi  aanior  youth  wars  camp  counaators. 


NORTH  COLURMIA  CHURCH.  COUJRMIA. 
aanior  ladNa  with  a  tas  party  Juna  IB. 


RUNKRRHRX  CHURCH.  COtUMRU.oalal>ratad  Indepan- 
dsrtcs  Day  with  a  apsdal  patriotic  asrvica  Juna  30. 


FRIST  CHURCH.  COLUNRVIIXE.  ordained  five  man  sa 
deacons  Juna  30.  Shown  are  Jaaon  and  ShaaMowdy:KHne  and 
Marsha  Graaaatt;  Pan  and  SharriMeCluiyTony  and  FSm  Grice; 
aitd  Kevin  and  taaaia  Smith. 


SOUTH  LOUISVILLE 
CHURCH.  LOUISVILLE. 
racogniMd  its  Bibia  drillers: 
front  to  back.  Zachary  Alien, 
Janna  Lovom,  Carlay  Pudc- 
aO,  Briarma  Jaudon,  Autunrui 
Smith.  AllayrM  Lovtm,  and 
Brittany  Jaudon. 

In  othsr  Church 
Nows: 

>■  Swnriaa  Churafc.  Leaks 
County,  win  have  a  dedication 
service  for  their  new  sanctuary 
July  21,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  a 
pouucfc  hmch. 
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chooselif orc| 
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Sam  Blaine,  shown,  took  a  pie  in  the  face 
June  7  for  the  boys  losing  the  penny  offer¬ 
ing  during  VBS  at  HIOHLAND  CHUttCH, 
SCNATO«A.The  children  and  adults 
raised  $642.30  for  Highland's  mission  trip  to 
Ecuador  July  13  -  20. 


Lucy  Houseal  and  William 
CHUnCH,  VfCKSBURO 
face  after  the  VBS  particiF  ^ 
missions  offering  goal. 


MUIAH  CHURCH,  DECATUR:  Directed  by  Aubrie  Hovvell; 
Gotta  Move  -  Kaepin'  In  Step  With  the  Sprint  theme. 


In  other  VBS 
News: 

>  Riverside  Church, 
Money:  July  22  -  26, 6  -  8 
pjn.; '  deal  nightly. 

>■  (First  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg:  Children  were  chal¬ 
lenged  to  hring  an  offer¬ 
ing  to  help  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 


laysia.  The  goal  of  $900 
was  greatly  surpassed, 
and  as  a  result,  avid  Ole 
Miss  fan  and  pastor  Matt 
BoeUes  was  decorated  in 
maroon  and  white  June 
14.  Total  offering  was 
$2,423.08.  Margie  Helt- 
xel,  VM  coordinator. 

>  Btaydan  Church, 
MsrshaN  Association: 
June  24  -  28;  67  teadiers/ 
hdpers;  142  children  en- 
roMd;  average  attendance, 
120;  nine  profeasions  of 
&ith;  mission  o6fering  sent 
to  miaaionaiies  in  Southeast 
$2162.16;  Lisa  Jones, 
director.  Rusty  Fair,  pastor. 


JONES  CHAML  CHURCH,  NETTLETON:  June  19-22:30 
-  36  attendance  nightly;  Corey  HaH.  psetor. 


ROUtlOAINAV  CHURCH.  DODOSVIUifs^Junti^ 

mer^  84;  12  professions  of  faHh;  $1001  missions  oiN 
(Malaysia:  Bob  Hill,  pastor:  Gina  Staggs,  VBS  director. 


ubertY  CHURCH.  CARROLLTON:  June  22:  ages  babiae 

NIT.  OLIVET  CHURCH.  8COTT  COUNTY:  average  alien-  12  years;  Angela  Clevelaod,  director:  Gary  Tanner,  pastor, 
dance,  83;  three  public  professiona  of  faith;  JohnYstas,  worship  -  -  ^ 

lesdar,  shown  is  pastor  Bruce  Robinaon  and  some  of  the  pertici- 

penis  shown  in  front  of  a  canned  goods  offisring  for  the  Carlyle  '  '  *; 

Crisis  Caniar.The  church  exceeded  its  goal  of  600  canned  goods.  !  A  \  * 


PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH, 

BEULAH  CHURCH.  LEXINOTON:  June  24  -  28;  69  en-  ASHLAND:  Shown  is 

rolled:  59,  average  attendarKa;  students  collected  peanut  but-  Herbert  Luther  dressed  as  the 


FIRST  CHURCH.  COLLINSVILLE  ter.  Jelly,  and  ketchup  for  the  Baptist  Children's  Village.  Apostia  Paul. 
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Mntiirins^ 


L.D. 

O’Mire 


Youth  from  FHIST 
CHURCH.  MOR¬ 
TON,  worked  at 
the  CariMe  Crisis 
Center,  Forest,  as- 
siting  families  in 
need  with  food  and 
clothirtg.  Shown  are 
Emity  Marter,  Kara 
Beth  Johnson,  Faith 
Creel  (seated  in 
front),  DraHt  Mo^ 
gsn,  AIKson  Massey, 
LiHy  Herring,  MHta- 
laih  Hall,  and  Jason 
Westmoreland. 


FmST 
CHURCH. 
TERRY,  sent  a 
mission  team 
of  15  students 
8r>d  adults  on  a 
mission  trip  to 
Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti  to  serve  in 
an  orphanage, 
personal  evart- 
gelism,  at>d 
cortstruction 
work.  Shown 
are  the  partici¬ 
pants. 


cowiTY  iinuTMioMnos 

601-^9.-1951 


DESOTO  HILLS  CHURCH. 
SOUTHAVEN,  held  a  baby 
dedication  for  Hadley  Langs¬ 
ton  Smith.  Shown  are  pastor 
James  Lewis  and  parents, 
Ashley  artd  Jeremy  Smith. 


Five  Union  County  churches 

-  OLD  OAK  GROVE, 
BEULAH.  AMAZIAH, 
SALEM,  AND  LIGHT¬ 
HOUSE  -  participated  in  a 
youth  camp  June  20  -  22. 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and  pho¬ 
tographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperatirtg 
lurches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

lisws  submitted  for  publication  in  The  Beptist  Record 
must  be  either  (a)  typewritten,  (b)  needy  printed  on  B  1/2 
by  11-ifKh  paper,  or  (c)  neady  prirded  on  standardoed 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  Al  ardcies  must  be 
receivod  in  writing;  no  artides  wR  be  accepted  over  the 
telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronicaBy  to  the  address 
below,  and  must  be  contairred  in  the  message  segmerN 
;  of  an  email  fonn.  Due  to  increaeing  vinjs  threats,  no  taott 
i.sttachmetds  wR  be  accepted.  Photograph  attachmenu 

^nMeen^ardcios  condee.  Indude  the  who.  what. 

■  when,  where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  cordact 
^  .person  s  address  arrd  telephorre  number. 

V  Phoiogpiphs  may  be  color  or  black  and  white.  Digital 

r  photos  ntiay  be  submitted  vie  either  email  Photos  muR 

,  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weSlighted  CeB  phone  photographs 

:  and  oSter  low  resolution  rtoms  are  generaPy  not  publish- 

abie. 

A«  news  items  are  aubiect  to  editing,  and  ai  photo- 

graphe  are  aubiect  to  cropping.  Photographs  most  depict 
people.  No  landscape-,  budding-,  or  object-only  photo¬ 
graphs  wR  bo  printed.  News  items  and/or  photographs 
can  bo  published  one  time  only.  News  items  and/or 
photographa  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  wR  not  be  publiahed. 

for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  pobh- 

. ..  .  , 

Articloe  that  are  not  dateeensitive  wR  be  pubkshed  on 

*  s!!^^!!l^a^d^hotogra^  to  The 

P.O.  Bok  630,  Jackson,  MS  382060630.  FAX;  (601)  292- 


MIILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  hosted  Mississippi  Baptist 
Camps.  Pictured  is  the  2013  Mississippi  Baptist  All-State  Youth 
Choir  and  Orchestra  at  the  conclusion  of  their  rehearsal  camp 
at  William  Carey  University.  The  choir  held  rehearsals  at  WCU 
Juno  10-13  before  embarking  on  a  six-day  concert  tour.  Also 
Pictured  are  campers  at  the  2013  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  HeartSong  Camp  as  they  rehearse  for  the  music  and 
drama  production  of  'Change  the  World'  that  they  presented 
to  family,  friends,  and  church  members  on  Ju^  P*'" 

formance  was  held  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  HeartSong  Camp  for  7th-12th  graders,  which 
ran  June  26-28  at  WCU. 
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Klit  .1^  1 1 1 :  i  \  t  n  him .  !<•  1  hi  ill  !•  :^.i>  i 

I  lu  I  IL^hl  1 1:  III  I  Mini  i  hlhit  •  11  nl  (  iImI  .  I  •  -  il  III 
I  hi:  '  ho  Im  III  %  t  III  hi^  II. I  nil  I  oh  II  1:12 
II  \oii  iii.il^ .  .1  ili'i  iMnii  fill  (  hri'^l  IimI.m.  «  oiil.ii  I  ;i 
liK'iil  Noiilhrtfi  l(.i|>li*»l  I  hiir<  h  tm  siiii  itn.il  'jiiiihiiur 


<^ATC:C  added. ’Wtayk]ve?Wl]wxz?Wfay  Anendment  to  bans  sMne  aex 

OIMIC0  juat  two?  What  does  tlw  have  to  maniiuK  wfaiA  leehian  ooi^ 

cont.fromp.1  do  with  pareniiii^  What  after  te-  Kendui  and  Julia  Wright 

latiooehipe  have  an  eipial  ri^it  to  dates  their  cuustkiitinnsl  rights.* 

ftr,  same  sa  covydes  have  been  be  counted  as  mairiage?*  The  Wrights  were  matiied  in  Iowa 

deuied  uiaitiaM  hoenses  in  Gulf-  n.niigK»r  ««i(t  .tip  wniM  Kfcp  and  are  suing  on  behalf  of  u  other 
pvt,  Poplaiville,  Hattiesburg,  to  see  Congress  pass  an  expanded  homoaejuiil  couples  in  Aihansas. 

DCMA  that  woi^inchide  specif-  Seme  sex  pmtnen  ^)ril  De- 

ic  stdements  fathidding  pdygs-  Boer  and  Jqm  Rowae  have  ad- 
mous  marriages.  optedchildtenseparat^.aociwl- 

IheBosioaGkhe  said  Indiana  to  the  Detroit  Flee  Press,  M 

and  Iowa  could  beoome  the  food  wish  to  Ig^Dy  many  and  untie 
points  for  tradhional  marriage  their  fomines  in  Michigf^  Be^ 
supporters  trying  to  pass  mar-  nard  Friedman,  a  fedetu  judge  in 
tiM  amendments.  Detrait,aaidtiieooupleis‘enti- 

Lnvsuils  ^uiwt  state  bans  on  tied  to  thev  day  in  court  and  they 
same  sex  maniage  were  “neatly  a  shall  have  it’ 
given*  after  fteDOMA  deda^  Same^ex  maniage  wppnt- 
aaid  Lany  Page,  executive  dhec-  en  are  not  the  only  group  reveling 
tor  of  the  Atiumas  Faift  ft  Eth-  in  the  Court’s  dwiaions.  Religion 
ics  CoundL  Same  sex  maniage  Todqr  rnoi^  Polygamistt  ^ 
opponents  may  not  have  been  are  oekoratiM  the  overtunung 
expecting  the  lawsuits  so  quiddy,  of  DCMAA,  wim  some  observers 
he  add^  but  same  sex  maniage  saviUg  the  decision  could  evei^ 
advocates  ate  taking  advantaw  ally  provide  equal  rights  to  having 
cultural  status  is  rooted  in  a  of  the  shock  waves  created  by  me  multiple  maniage  partners, 
shared  bdief  that  we  need  to  Couifsdedsion.  'Proponents  ot  ‘nhinl  mar- 

bring  together  male  and  female  *What  we  are  witoessing  is  riages’  are  riding  the  nomosexual 
to  make  and  raise  tiie  next  xen-  the  metamotphosis  of  the  U.S.  movement’s  wave  of  success  all 
eration  togetiier,  and  that  adults  Sinxeme  Coi^  —  it  has  ceased  the  way  to  Initimacy,*  said  Tom 
have  a  serious  obligation  to  make  bemg  a  bur  and  impartial  arbiter  Peridna  of  the  Farr^  Research 
serious  saoilices,  uiduding  their  of  legal  disputes  in  which  it  inters  CoundL  They’re  using  the  same 
sexual  hie,  to  make  that  happen,*  prets  the  liw,*  said. ’[It]  has  phnhook,  the  same  snmd  bites. 
Gollagber  said  to  editor-at-latge  transformed  itself  irtto  a  fonim  in  _  After  aO,  who  ate  we  to  say  that 
Kathryn  Jean  Lopez  of  Natiorul  which  poBtical  conectneas  and  two  or  three  or  nine  conanoting 
ReviewOnline.  the  vihim  of  popular  opinioa  die-  adults  shouldn’t  be  able  to  make 

“Maniage,  after  ny  mar-  tate  its  dedaions,  rather  than  the  the  same  commitment?  Love  is 
riage,  is  an  under-deftied  com-  strict  letter  of  the  law  or  the  will  of  kive,ti^?* 
niitment  to  love  and  carrtaking,  tkK  body  poBtic  as  manifeated  in  Tony  Perkins  is  not  rdaled  to 
whose  public  character  and  status  legitimate  elections.*  WQliam  H.  Peridna  Jr.,  edhor  of 

is  nev^  uncertain,*  Gallagher  Arfcanaas  constitutional  The  Baptist  Record. 


While  talk  of  rhallenging  Mis- 
aiasippi’s  amendment  Baa  been 
muted  among  same  sex  marriaK 
advocates  ainoe  the  DCMdA  deo- 
sion,  opponents  of  same  sex  mar¬ 
riage  boieve  such  a  lawauit  is  in 
the  works. 

Maggie  Gallagher,  author  of 

rv.l _ '  •  •  ■  - 
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SYRIA 

cant,  from  p.  1 

Christians  alao  have  become 
prm  to  kidtisppers.  Shea  said, 
noting  that  btshops  have  been 
abduded  and  never  beard  from 
again  while  other  Christians  ate 
nadfortanaom. 

Shea  said  one  fother  told 
bis  ordeal  to  Swediab  Aasyrten 
joumaliat  Lftiri  Kino.  *We’te  not 
poor,  we  ftdn't  run  from  pov¬ 
erty,*  the  fother  told  Kino.  ’We 
tan  from  fear.  I  have  hv^ihink 
about  nty  u-yearold  dni^Mer. 


^  '.eligiou.e*«,cfoeiigto;i5irthe 

BerSSftS^hedoftnoto^ 

ject  to  aD  oontiaoentives,  only  '™““™  Reatoration 

those  that  can  ad  as  aoortifodents  , 

fav  triggerirw  a  miacatTiKe  llie  .11* n§ht to freeexerciaerf re- 
chief  execu^  officer  of  Beckwith  hgiooi^  the  First  Amendment 
Electric  Ca  added,  "Where  I  draw  andJtraA  *ie  not  rehnquiahed 
the  line  is  -.‘emergency  contra-  by  efifarts  to  engage  in  free  enter- 
oeption,’  but  it’s  deceitful  because  prise  under  the  oetporate  form,* 
th^te  not  contraoeptioa  They  Kovacheviefa  wrote.  ‘And  any  ae- 
kill  an  itmocetR  human  life,’  he  tionthat  debaaea,orcfaeapena,the 
told ’The  Trlaine.  intrinaic  value  of  the  tenet  of  leli- 

ITie  ibartioa/oanttaoeption  gious  tolerance  that  iaeftienched 
mandate  requites  coverage  of  m  the  Conatitutioncaimot  stand.* 
drugs  tile  U5.  Food  and  Drug  Kovacfaevidi,  who  was  nomi- 
Administiatioa  daaaifiwa  as  ooo-  nated  to  the  bench  by  Pieai- 
traoeptives.  These  include  Flan  dent  Ronald  Reran,  stated  that 
B  and  other  ‘tnoniing-af^  fee  mandate  ‘mbKiiitiaBy  bn- 
pOb  with  a  aeconlaiy  poat-fer-  dens*  Beckwith’s  free  exereiae  of 

11*  federal  govemment 
foiledtoahowithada*compeOing 

«cv,.UI,rlnvkna^lDad 

thelifeofthechilA 

The  Southern  Baptist  Fftics  "parable  haim^  without  such  an 


they  paid  eoarmous  ransoms  to 
gat  the  chAften  back,  and  in  one 
^^^batgottheddd 

Shea  teatifted  that  aiiaiia  (Is¬ 
lamic)  courts  aaanristed  with 
lalamiat  lebela  have  tugetod 
Chiiatiatw  fcr  nqailainn  from 
their  homes,  farced  oonvenion 
to  lafoitL  and  ordered  auituiu^ 
executions.  Tmvns  in  a  Chrfo- 
tian  valley  near  Homs  experi- 
enoed  lebd  control  as  deataibed 
by  an  Othodoa  daric. 

“TThe  towns]  ate  ruled  by 


in  NashviDe  joined  the  Ouiatian 
Lemtl  Society  and  other  evan- 
gencal  organizations  in  a  firiend- 
of-the-oouit  brief  in  the  case  to 
defend  the  right  of  Beckwith  and 
other  religiousiy  motivated  em- 
ployen  to  exptw  their  faith  in 
their  busineH  dedsioiia. 

Ruling  from  federal  court  in 
Tkmpa,  Judge  Bizabeth  Ko- 
vacfaevich  formd  that  Beckwith 
and  his  oomnany  had  demon- 
atrated  they  IQtely  would  prevail 


thoae  Chriatians  who  were  not. 
able  to  flee  these  plaoea  are' 
obligteed  to  pay  jizya  —  a  spe¬ 
cial  tax  that  allows  them  to  re¬ 
main  Chriatians,  and  Ouiatian 
women  muat  hide  their  feces 
bite  Moafera  women,*  the  dak 
said,  as  relayed  by  Shea.  “If 
they  don't  pay  the  they  ate 

am^ldfled.* 
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God  Restores  His  People  •  Ezra  1:1-5;  Nehemiah  8:1-6;  Jeremiah  29:10-14 


God's  Story  is  diockfull  «nth  prom¬ 
ises.  God's  people  &ce  the  prospect  of 
a  bright  future  because  their  fuhire  is 
built  upon  God’s  promises.  During  the 


gnmmest  bme^  uod  s  pmpie  have  a 
realistic  hope  of  better  things  to  come. 
Last  week  we  examined  God's  discipline 
of  His  wayward  people.  Israel  was  ex¬ 
iled  in  722  B.C.  and  Judah  in  ^86  B.C. 

Yet,  even  in  the  midst  of  jMgment, 
God  promised  restoration  to  carry  out 
His  plan  of  reclaiming  those  separated 
from  Him  bv  sin.  This  soul-saving  plan 
came  to  full  flower  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  but  God  also  had  plans  for  His 
people  in  the  years  after  the  Babylonian 
exile,  after  539  B.C. 

The  Promise  of  God 
(Jer.  29:10-14) 

The  last  good  kin^  of  Judah,  Josiah, 
died  in  609  B.C.  tryinjg  to  prevent  the 
Egyptiaiu  from  fitting  the  Babylo- 
£ns.  Seventy  ytm  later  (539  B.C), 
the  vast  Bab^onian  Empire  suffered 
a  crushing  blow  at  the  bands  of  Cyrus 
the  Persiaii.  Through  Jeremiah,  God 
foretold  the  seventy  years  allotted  for 
Babylon’s  dominance  (Jer.  29:10a). 
The  prophecy  included  a  promise  to 
restore  His  pMple  to  Judah  from  Bab- 
yloo  (29:100). 

The  reason  God  promised  to  restore 
His  people  was  benuse  He  bad  plans 
for  mem,  ‘plans  to  prosper’  and  to 
nve  them  ‘hope  and  a  future’  (29:11). 
Tiday,  this  verse  is  a  favorite  of  hi^ 


school  and  coll^  students  alike.  The 
assurance  of  dnW  favor  arxl  bless¬ 
ing  the  promise  of  hope  and  a  futur^ 
aria  knowing  God  was  working  for  their 
benefit,  motivated  the  exil^wearied 
people  of  Judadi  then  as  much  as  it  does 
America’s  youth  now. 

The  promise  included  God's  listen- 
ii^  ear  to  His  people’s  prayers  (29:12). 
Hu  people 
were  as¬ 
sured  of 
success 
in  find- 
iiu  Him 
when  they 
sought 
H  i  m 
whole- 
heartedly 
(29:13- 
14a).  Per¬ 
haps  the  brightest  part  of  the  promise 
in  practical  terms  was  the  divine  prom¬ 
ise  to  bring  them  back  from  captivity, 
gathering  mem  ‘from  all  the  nations 
and  pla^‘  where  He  had  banished 
them  (29:14b).  Once  again  Jerusalem 
and  Judidi  w(Hild  become  ‘Home  Sweet 
Home’  (29:14c). 

The  Return  of  God's  People 
(Ezre  1:1-5) 

Many  decades  after  Jeremiah  had 
uttered  God’s  promise  of  restoration, 
Cyrus  king  of  Persia  became  the  human 
instrument  through  which  the  prom- 


W.Vkiyite' 


ise  was  implemented  (Ezra  1:1).  Cyrus 
conquered  Babylon  in  5m  B.C.  In  his 
first  year,  he  issued  his  runous  eman- 
dpaten  proclamatioo  (1:2-4),  freeing 
the  Hebrew  slaves  and  alkndng  them 
to  M  home.  Cyrus’  proclamation  to  the 
Hebrews  was  not  uniqiM;  he  liberated 
other  captive  petqfle  using  similar  lan¬ 
guage.  However,  the  Hewews  saw  the 

lord’s 

hand  in 
the  un- 
foldinx 
historical 

Bible  Studies 

H'.  Hfoyne  l>roc>am>- 

tion  has 
'  tSsP  several 
notable 
aspects. 
First,  he 

used  the  covenant  name  Yahweh  or 
LORD,  to  refer  to  the  Hebrew  God  (1:2- 
3).  Second,  he  informed  them  God  bad 
nven  him  all  kingdoms  and  appointed 
him  to  build  a  temple  for  Him  at  Je¬ 
rusalem  in  Judah’  (1:2b;  NIV).  Third, 
he  enjoined  as  many  people  as  want¬ 
ed  to  go,  to  ioumey  to  Jerusalem  and 
take  part  in  building  the  temple  (1:3). 
Finally,  anyone  wishing  to  remain  in 
Babylon  was  to  assist  the  returnees  by 
provi^ng  ‘silver  and  gold,  with  goods 
and  livestock,  and  with  freewill  offer¬ 
ings  for  the  temple  of  God  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem’  (12:4).  Goas  people  were  finally 
free  to  return  home. 


The  Response  of  God's  People 
(Neh,  8:1-6) 

Many  exiles  accepted  Cyrus’  invita¬ 
tion  to  return  to  Judah;  many  did  not 
return.  Initially,  the  people  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  temple  in  B.C., 
but  they  soon  were  distracted  hy  build¬ 
ing  their  own  houses.  God  raised  up 
Haggai  and  Zechariah  in  B.C  to 
ad^ss  their  misplaced  priorities.  The 
temifle  was  rebuilt  around  516-15  B.C. 
Once  a^n,  however,  God’s  pmple 
slipped  uito  a  spiritual  malaise,  divert- 
inx  their  attention  frt>m  wholeheartedly 
following  Him.  In  458  B.C.  God  sent 
Ena  the  Scribe  from  Babylon  to  Jeru¬ 
salem.  Ezra  was  a  scholar  of  God’s  Law 
(Ena  7:10).  He  soi^t  to  refocus  God’s 
people  on  keeping  God’s  Law. 

Around  445  B.C.  God  sent  Nehemi¬ 
ah,  cupbearer  to  the  Persian  kint  to  Je¬ 
rusalem  to  rebuild  the  walls.  Nraemiah 
8:1-6  focuses  on  the  dedication  ceremo¬ 
ny  led  Ezra  upon  the  wall’s  comple¬ 
tion.  Ezra  read  the  Law  of  Moses  from 
‘da^reak  till  noon’  (Neh.  8:3).  At  the 
cooidusion  of  the  reading,  “Ezra  praised 
the  Lord,  the  great  God;  then  the  peo¬ 
ple  lifted  their  hands  and  said,  ‘Ainen! 
Amen!’  bowing  down,  worshiping  the 
Lord  ‘with  their  faces  to  the  ground’ 
(8:6).  We  too  should  rededkate  our 
lives  to  the  Lord  when  He  restores  us. 

VanHom  is  Dean  of  the  Mississippi 
College  School  of  Christian  Studies  and 
the  Arts. 


Can  I  Find  Meaning?  •  Ecc/es/asfes  1:1-4,  12-14;  2:1-3,  12-14,  24-26 


■  Ecclesiastes  belongs  to  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  collection  of  wisdom  literature, 
a  group  of  books  of  wise  sayings  on 
aaocrcte  issues.  The  work  of  wu«  nw 
or  sages  was  very  important  in  the  d^ 
vdopment  of  Judaism.  These  men  m 
a  sense  were  successors  to  the  proph¬ 
ets,  but  did  not  attain  the  same  level 
of  influence.  Wisdom  was  defined  by 
the  sages  as  the  ability  to  discern  in¬ 
volving  keen,  farsighted  understanding 
and  judgment  as  well  as  common  sense 
that  went  into  buildiiig  a  happy  and 
successful  life. 

The  book  of  Ecclesiastes  is  an  a^ 
carate  journal  of  a  iounwy  through 
life  takra  by  a  man  who  had  the  tune, 
money,  ana  eaem  to  search  fc»r  the 
amaniM  of  life.  Ae  name  of  the  book 
means^reacher’  or  ‘one  who  esU*  ■" 
assembly  or  a  meeting.’  Traditions, 
the  auftkorahip  has  been  accredit  to 
Solomon  because  of  the  information  fo 
chapter  i:i— ‘son  of  David,’  seeminK' 
could  be  no  one  other  than  Solomon. 

The  reader  of  the  journal  discovert 
the  theme  at  the  very  be^nning  per¬ 
haps  because  of  the  emptiness  the  au¬ 
thor  had  experienced  in  the  quest  of  his 
Journey— a  dWgent  quest  for  pwpose, 
meaning,  and  satistactid|a>in  huMn 
Bfe.  The  word  vanity  or  meaningless 
appears  thirty-seven  times  in  res^w^ 

to  the  many  tilings ’under  the  sun  that 

cannot  be  understood  about  life.  In 
Hriuew,  repeating  a  word,  i.e.  Vanity, 
vanity,  constitutes  a  superlative  giving 


the  meaning  of  greatest  vanity  or  utter  He  feomplUhed  grert  wOTks  of 
vanity.  It  «  probably  intended  as  an  tecrare;  a  l^utiful  steucture  he  b^ 
ndamtion  or  outcry.  for  himself  is  still  considered  one  of  the 

Solomon’s  persp^ve  is  an  ‘under  Seven  Wondera  of  the  WoiM.  A^t>8 

the^^^^SAS^a  strictly  human  hU  great  work,  were  rth«  h^ 

viewDointVSn^  one  leaves  God  out  of  urdens,  vineyards,  parks 
foeemtion,  it  is  empty-nothing  sat-  He  acquired  many  slavra  required  for 
irf^umanknow^gecan^ad^ 


isfied.  Human  knowledge  cannot  ad^ 
qoately  answer  eternal  questions.  B**" 
evant  is  an  excdlent  description  of  thu 
study- accurate,  applicable,  appropn- 
ate,  and 


timely— for 
our  times, 

so  far  re-  ' 

^"so'k^  JgMttheB 

“t\  . 

Preacher 
rehearses 
the  cycles 

of  Hfc  that  j j 

occur  constantly  in  the  world  aro^ 
him  and  lamente  that  there  is  nothing 

new  *under  the  sun-’ ai^  that  man,  re- 
•anlless  of  his  accoropUahments,  fo  not 
Snembered  by  those  that  fc^ 

In  verse  12,  the  writw  introduces 
himself  as  haviira  been  ’king  ow  Iot- 
el  in  JeruaalemTciting  again  a  foct  ttot 
identifies  Solomon  as  the  aqt^.  He 
-«in«  renect  for  his  journal  ^estab- 

mi^tion,  and  experimenUtion-that 
he  put  into  his  quest.  The  first  expen- 
mem  he  carrieil  out  was  with  wisdom. 


rlMge  cannot  ad^  completing  these  protects  and  aaw- 
«1  questions.  Rel-  ing  their  upkeep,  and  amas^  coUec- 
descriptionofthis  tions  of  gold,  silver  and  precious  g^. 
likable,  appropri-  Again,  he  received  great  plearore  fr^ 

Btivities,  but 
that  was 
all.  There 

it— no  in- 

“in^*^ 
second  ex¬ 
periment, 

the  world  around  the  Preacher  discovers  that  ap- 
st  there  U  nothing  pear  to  be  vrorthy  <^Pie"  « 

’  and  that  man,  re-  can  become  unbearable  burdm.  He 
spliahments,  is  not  concentrated  on  unrestrain^  plea- 
« thatWlow him.  sures  according  to  a  nuirosefid 
writer  introduces  He  tastes  the  good  life  and  finds  H  is 
en  ’king  over  tors-  centered  on  self-gratification  and>ma- 
na  again  a  ftKt  that  terialism.  In  these  vei^  the 
IS  the  author.  He  fooliahness  or  folly  can  be  desenM  as 
I  journal  by  esttb-  seeking  exciting  experiences  or  livina 
■--exploration,  ex-  on  the  edge,  and  wine  can  apply  to  afl 
erimenUtion-that  miod-ahering  substances.  Expenn^- 
t  The  first  expert-  Ution  can  deceive  a  person  into  think- 
was  with  wisoom.  ing  these  pursuits  are  all  there  is  and 


cause  one  to  get  lost  in  the  pursuit  for 
purpose. 

Solomon  concludes  that  wisdom  is 
certainly  superior  to  madness  and  fol¬ 
ly;  however,  death  comes  to  both  the 
wise  and  the  fool,  and  a  man  must  leave 
all  he  owns  to  someone  who  has  not 
worked  for  it  and  may  not  appreciate  it. 
He  despairs  realizii%  there  is  no  gain  in 
all  his  Ubors.  This  is  meaningless. 

The  first  indication  that  the  Preach¬ 
er  has  found  a  partial  solution  to  his 
search  is  that  he  has  learned  to  pursue 
the  simple  way  of  life,  ’eat  and  drink, 
and  find  satisfaction  in  his  work,’  be¬ 
cause  this,  too,  is  from  the  hand  of  God. 
To  the  man  who  pleases  Him,  God  gives 
wisdom,  knowiedge  and  happiness,  but 
the  sinner  must  give  all  the  wealth  he 
Km  gathered  and  stored  to  the  one  who 
pleases  Go^  This,  too,  U  meaningless, 
f^asing  after  the  wind.’ 

The  conclusion  is  that  searching  for 
the  goal  of  one’s  life  ‘under  the  sun’ 
apart  from  God  results  in  emptiness, 
i&satisfaction  and  discontentment¬ 
’s  chasing  after  the  wind,’  fueling  the 
frantic  search  for  the  answer. 

Gaining  wisdom  and  finding  satis¬ 
faction  through  work  point  to  the  One 
who  provides  w  ;sdom  and  the  ability  to 
work  and  hope  for  discovering  mean¬ 
ing  in  this  life. 

Duncan  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Starkville. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


CAlWOlX-MOMTOOfllKIIV  ASSOCtATIOIt««atoofTMd  Jim 
Pander  and  his  wife,  Loretta,  as  Aaaociationel  Miaiiona  Director 
with  a  recaption  at  Southaide  Church.  Shown  are  paator  Biliy 
Uttia,  Oiana  UMe,  and  the  Panders. 


Students  from  CAIVAMV  CHURCH.  CLSVBJU«>.  re- 
oantlvpatUcipalad  In  a  local  mission  project  by  halping'laadr 
For  America  studama  move  Mo  dorms  at  the  local  university. 
Shown  are  Daniel  OuatTS.  Lucas  BreaweH,  Adam  Cummins. 
Triatain  Sisadman.  KaHsy  Harper,  Josh  Read,  and  Amanda 
MaCammon;  knaaino,  Rob  Lawrenca,  youth  pastor. 


The  youth  of  NESHOBA  CHURCH.  UMON.  participsM  in 
Croaa  Over  Houston  durirrg  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
The  students  aarved  at  Firetowar  Church,  Corwos,  Tax,,  by  matv 
rung  gamaa,  face  paintirrg,  and  performing  with  puppets,  drama, 
and  music. 


URSTTY  CHURCH,  CARROUL  COUNTY, 
horwred  its  fathers  Jurta  16.  Shown,  from  ML 
are  W.L  Dubard,  father  with  the  most  fanrily 
members  present;  Donny  Ctavaiand,  youngast 
father  in  atlsndance;  arrd  EdTharp,  oldaat  father 
in  attendanoa.  Gary  Tanner,  pastor. 

NEWPOUGY 


Effecnva  with 
subaaquarrt  isaua  ofTha 
Baptiat  Record,  all  photo¬ 
graphs  submitted  lor  pub¬ 
lication  in  the  newspaper 
must  be  sent  via  a-mail  as 
a  jpeg  attachment  (.jpg). 
Because  of  the  cost  at«d 
inconvattiertca  of  submit¬ 
ting  a  printed  photograph 
(which  invoivoa  taUrtg 
.  a  digitai  photograph. 


NORTH  RIPLEY  CHURCH.  lUPLEY,  held 
a  ttols  burning  attd  homecoming  Jurte  23. 
Shown  ate  formar  paator  Lamar  Grisham  and 
paator  Chris  Lawelian. 


NEW  ZION  CHURCH,  BRAXTON,  recognized  its  RAs  and 
GAsDaaZ 


1 


of  postage  Inwotvad  In 
mailing),  we  are  mak¬ 
ing  this  change  to  haip 
both  the  sandar  STKl  The 
Baptiat  Record  to  be  good 
stewards.  Photos  oan  bo 
aubmittad  to  The  Baptiat 
Record  via  e-mail  at  tto 
COOL  as  oppoaad  to  the 
coats  noted  above.  Thank 
you  for  your  undarstand- 
ing  and  cooperation. 


MWHPORITE  CHURCH.  RAYMOND,  hold  a  deacon  otdfoation  CALVARY  CHURCH,  BOOUE  CHITTO,  rec- 
andinaiaHa^sarvica  Axis  23.  Bill  Rowland,  shown  with  his  wds,  ognind  all  fathers  on  FatherY  I3ay.  Shown  are 


Cathy,  was  inataMad  as  a  deacon,  and  J.C  Sanders,  shown  with  his 
wNs,  Gaorgia,  was  otdainad  as  a  deacon.  Jany  Fila.  righL  paator. 


KsHy  Porter,  youngest  father,  paator  Hal  Hattan; 
and  Maivin  AHan,  oldost  fMhar. 


STEELE  CHURCH.  FOREST,  held  a  baby 
dedication.  Shown  are  former  pastor  Reg- 
gia  Williams.  Ashley,  Britton,  and  Eligh 
Warren. 


